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Discrete choice theory (DCT) provides a mathematically rigorous framework to analyse and predict 

choice behaviour; since being introduced forty-five years ago, it has enabled sophisticated empirical 

analysis of decision making in fields as diverse as Transport, Energy & Environment, Sociology, Health, 

Marketing, and the Political Sciences. Over the last decades, choice models have become ever more 

advanced, allowing modellers to capture a variety of subtle behavioural phenomena. 

Notwithstanding these great accomplishments, much works needs to be done, before DCT can be 

considered a complete theory of choice behaviour. This special session / special issue starts from the 

observation that DCT has a blind spot for moral choice behaviour; it was designed to analyse situations 

where people make choices that are optimal given their consumer preferences, rather than situations 

where people attempt to make choices that are right, given their moral preferences.  

This neglect of the morality of choice is striking, in light of the fact that many of the most important 

choices people make, have a moral dimension. Our special session / special issue aims to help fill this gap 

by proposing and empirically testing mathematical models that aim to capture human decision making 

behaviour in moral choice situations; this presents a much needed first step towards extending the 

reach of discrete choice theory to the domain of moral decision making.  

Research topics of interest include, but are not limited to, models and empirical analysis concerning: 

• Norm formation and its effect on choices; 

• Altruistic and pro-social behaviour; 

• Anti-social behaviour, deceit, obfuscation, taboos; 

• Guilt, shame, remorse as determinants of choice behaviour; 

• Decision-making in moral dilemmas; 

• (social) Context effects on moral choice behaviour. 

• … 



This special session is heterodox: apart from a generic ambition to present and publish high quality 

submissions, we hold no a priori dogmas concerning what is a moral choice situation and what not; what 

is the right way to model moral decision making; what are the right kind of data to validate models; what 

application domains are interesting; etc. In other words: we invite submissions proposing completely 

new models as well as submissions which extend or apply previously developed or well-known models; 

we are interested in receiving theoretical, methodological, and data-centred contributions; we welcome 

models estimated on stated choice data, revealed choice data, and other kinds of data (e.g. experiments 

based on induced preferences, or neuroscience-based experiments). 

Importantly, we encourage contributions from the classical application domains of DCT but perhaps even 

more so from less explored areas such as Sociology, Political Science, Healthcare, Criminology, etc.  

Authors of accepted abstracts (submitted to the special session at the ICMC) will be invited to submit a 

full paper which will be reviewed and potentially published in the Journal of Choice Modelling. 

 

PLEASE VISIT THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION, AND FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION: 

http://www.icmconference.org.uk/index.php/icmc/ICMC2019 

 

To get a rough idea of how moral decision making can be modelled and analysed using tools from the 

choice modeller’s toolbox, here is a selection of recent papers with a full or partial focus on moral choice 

models, co-authored by the organizers of this call: 

• Andorfer, V. A., & Liebe, U. (2015). Do information, price, or morals influence ethical consumption? A 

natural field experiment and customer survey on the purchase of Fair Trade coffee. Social Science 

Research, 52, 330-350. 

• Chorus, C. G. (2015). Models of moral decision making: Literature review and research agenda for 

discrete choice analysis. Journal of Choice Modelling, 16, 69-85. 

• Chorus, C. G., Pudāne, B., Mouter, N., & Campbell, D. (2018). Taboo trade-off aversion: A discrete 

choice model and empirical analysis. Journal of Choice Modelling, 27, 37-49 

• Liebe, U., Meyerhoff, J., Kroesen, M., Chorus, C.G., Genk, K., 2018. From welcome culture to 

welcome limits? Uncovering preference changes over time for sheltering refugees in Germany. PLOS 

ONE, 13(8): e0199923 

• Liebe, U., Mariel, P., Beyer, H., Meyerhoff, J., 2018. Uncovering the Nexus Between Attitudes, 

Preferences, and Behaviour in Sociological Applications of Stated Choice Experiments. Sociological 

Methods and Research (in press) 

 

This call is supported by the BEHAVE-program (sponsored by an ERC-Consolidator grant) which develops 

and tests moral choice models. See http://behave.tbm.tudelft.nl for more information about BEHAVE. 


